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Claim 21 (Presently Amended) A method for the controlled processing of 
classified file types wherein a first file of a first classified file type is processed 
into a second file of a second classified file type by a plurality of users with 
access to a route directed workflow system in a computer network comprising the 
steps of: 

defining a set of classified file types including a first classified file type and a 
second classified file type; 

dividing the process into a first classified file type attachment step, a first 
classified file type download step, a step that processes a first classified file 
type into a second classified file type, a second classified file type attachment 
step, and a second classified file type download step; 
defining route steps that specify attachment or download of a file of a 
specified classified file type; 

producing a route with a first route step that specifies attachment of a first file 
with the first classified file type by a first user, followed by a second route step 
that specifies the download of the first file with the first classified file type by a 
second user, followed by a third route step that specifies the attachment of a 
second file with a second classified file type by the second user, followed by a 
fourth route step that specifies the download of the second file with the 
second classified file type by a third user 
defining a first file of the first classified file type; 

executing the route in a workflow system dir e cted by th e route w here the 
workflow system in response to a route step presents to the user a screen to 
attach or download a file of the classified file type as specified by the route 
step; 

such that at the first route step, the first user attaches the first file of the first 
classified file type; 
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at the second route step, t he second user downloads the first file, processes the 
first file into a second file of the second classified file type, and at the third route 
step, attaches the second file; and 

at the fourth route step, t he third user downloads the second file of the second 
classified file type. 

Claim 22 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein a third file has 
a parent-child relationship with a fourth file and the file attachment attaches the 
third and fourth files with a parent-child relationship. 

Claim 23 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein a fifth file has 
the same file name as a sixth file and the files are attached and distinguishable. 
Claim 24 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein the route has a 
loop and the files attached in each iteration of the loop are distinguishable. 
Claim 25 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein the route 
provides a conditional branch capability at a route step and the user at the route 
step indicates the branch choice for the next route step, 

Claim 26 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein the screen at a 

route step provides a file download based on the classified file type. 

Claim 27 (Previously Amended) The method of claim 21 , wherein a seventh file 

is related to an eighth file in a parent-child relationship and the file download 

downloads the seventh and eighth files in a parent-child relationship. 

Claim 28 (Presently Amended) A classified file workflow system connected to a 

network with addressed users comprising: 

means to define a set of file classifications; 

means to designate a file with a file classification; 

means to access a route, a sequence of steps where each step provides a user 
address in the computer network, a file classification, and a file upload or 
download indicator; 

means to access a file storage system to store or retrieve a file; 
means for directing a step to the user address in the step and, based on the file 
upload or download indicator, provide the user means to upload or download a 
file with the file classification by accessing the file system; 
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means for comparing the step with the route to determine the next step with a 
next user address , fi le class i fication; and f i fe upload or download indicator ; 
means for sending the next step to the next user address in the route; 
such that the classified file workflow system processes the route and the users at 
the user addresses in the route steps upload or download classified files with the 
file classifications as designated in each route step in the sequence of the steps 
in the route. 

Claim 29 (Previously Amended) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, 
wherein the files can be designated as a parent-child relationship and attached in 
the parent-child relationship. 

Claim 30 (Previously Amended) The classified file workflow system of claim 28 t 
wherein the files attached in a parent-child relationship can be downloaded in a 
parent-child relationship. 

Claim 31 (Previously Amended) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, 
wherein a first file is attached and a second file with the same name is attached 
and the two files are distinguishable. 

Claim 32 (Previously Amended) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, 
wherein the route has a loop and the files attached in each iteration of the loop 
are distinguishable. 

Claim 33 (Original) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, wherein the 
route provides a conditional branch at a route step and the user indicates the 
branch choice for the next step in the route. 

Claim 34 (Original) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, wherein the 
route provides a fork branch at a route step such that two parallel sub-routes are 
started. 

Claim 35 (Previously Amended) The classified file workflow system of claim 28, 
wherein the screen at a route step provides a means to download an attached 
file based on its classification. 

Claim 36 (Presently Amended) A cfassffied file workflow scr ee n route step f or a 
classified workflow system connected to a network with addressable users 
wh e r ei n providing: 
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_atbe classified file workflow manag e r system is capabl e of a cc o ss i ng means with 
access to 

a route means, a sequence of route step s including a classified file route step 
where each route step provides a user address in the computer network - and the 
classified file route step further provides a file classificationy and a file upload or 
download ind i ca to rfunction : and 

furth er capable of acc e ssing a file storage system means providing the classified 
workflow system means the functions t o store or retrieve a file for upload or 
downloa d in response to the user processing the classified file route step ; 
wher ei n: 

ea ch fi l e is d e s i gnated a fi lo c l assificat i on from a s e t of fi l o classifications; and 
th e cl a ssifi e d fi le wo r kflo w scr oon for a route st e p provides for o user at the us e r 
oddross from the routo stop, the fil e c l assification from th e rout e step and a fi le 
up l oad or download, as indicat e d for th e rout e st e p, for uplo a ding or downloading 
of a fi le by access i ng tho filo system; 

such that the classified workflow system man a g e r provides for the user at the 

user address a classified file workflow scr ee n r oute step te 4hat directs the upload 

or download gfa file des ig nat e d with a fi lo c l ass i fication matching the file 

classification provided by the route ste p to process tho routo stop . 

Claim 37 (Presently Amended) The classified file workf l ow scr ee n route step of 

claim 36, wherein the classified file workflow scroon route step provides a file 

upload which uploads files with a parent-child relationship. 

Claim 38 (Presently Amended) The classified file workflow scroe n route step of 

claim 36, wherein the classified file workflow scro o n route step provides means to 

download files uploaded with a parent-child relationship using the parent-child 

relationship. 

Claim 39 (Presently Amended) The classified file workflow scr e en route step of 
claim 36, wherein the classified file workflow scroo n route step provides a t - a - rout e 
st o p w i th a conditional branch means for the user to indicate the branch choice 
for the next route step. 
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Claim 40 (Presently Amended) The classified file workflow scr ee nroute step of 
claim 36, wherein the classified file workflow scre e n route step distinguishes files 
with the same file name that were uploaded at different steps in the route. 



File Based Workflow System & Methods Patent Application - Control Number 09/974,594 
Confidential N. K. Ouchi - Page 12 of 12 



PACE 6/6 * RCVD AT 2/4/2009 4:53:40 PM {Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/24 * DNIS: 2738300 * CSID:408 555 4466 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04-32 



